BOEGUaH  OF  CKIPPFKKA.M.  U<4; 


ATINirAL  REPORT  of  i^CPDlOAL  OFFICER  OF  HFAL/TH  ■ f or  t YiS 

1916-. 


G-nnt  leinen, 

TTie  Local  O-overninent  Board  are  not  recriiring  tliis 
year  the  ooniplete  detailed  report  usually  prepared,  Yut 
ratner  v/isli  for  information  as  to  the  Sanitary  work  carried 
•ut  during  the  year  and  the  present  canitary  condition  of 
your  district. 

The  presence  of  a f^onsiderable  number  of  His 
Majesty's  troops  in  your  midst  was  accountable,  as  we  might 
nat^urally  expect,  for  some  cases  of  disease.  We  find  that 
amongst  them  there  were  3 cases  of  Typhoid  fevor,  3 cases  of 
Phthisis  and  1 case  of  Scarlet  fever. 

Among  the  Belgian  refugees  there  was  1 case  of 

Phthisis . 


All  these  cases  cf  disease  were  imiported  into  this 

district . 

The  3 cases  of  ■EQam«»l>34  fever  and  the  case  of 
Scarlet  fever  were  removed  to  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital 
and  all  recovered.  The  treatment  of  the  cases  of 

Phthisis  was  also  arranged  for. 

Of  zymotic  disease,  the  most  serious  outbreak  was 
that  of  Biphtheria,  w'nich  first  shewed  itself  on  September 
1st,,  when  a little  boy,  aged  4 years,  was  accidentally 
discovered  in  his  home  suffering  from  Biphtheria  in  a dying 
state.  He  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  vrnere  he 
died  the  next  day.  He  had  been  treated  by  his  mother  for 
Mumps,  Swabs  were  taken  fromi  the  throats  of  contacts  and 
a large  number  of  children  were  found  to  be  infected,  and 
the  fact  that  the  type  of  disease  was  mild  conduced  to  its 
spreading  and  prevented  early  cases  from  corning  under 
observation.  75  cases  were  notified  and  of  these  65 

were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital.  There  were  3 deaths 
Besides  the  swabs  taken  by  myself,  Br.  Bremhridge,  the  County 
School  Medical  Officer,  before  closing  the  Schools,  kindly 
examined  a large  number  of  the  scholars  and  took  and  examined 
a large  number  of  swabs.  The  source  of  the  initial 

infection  was  no  doubt  two  child  carriers  who  were  infected 
in  Bristol. 


The  value  in  saving  life  and  the  extensive  use_ 
that  was  made  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  are  more  fully  given 
in  my  reuort  of  the  Hospital, 'Which  is  appended  to  this 
report . 

12  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  notified,  11  of  which 
were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths 
The  first  6 cases  occurred  between  March  and  July.  The  next 
case  was  notified  on  Becem.ber  12th.  followed  by  3 oases  in 
the  same  neighbourhood.  2 cases  were  reported  Irom  other 
parts  of  the  district.  One  case,  notified  on  May  18th., 
ca"'0  for  a visit  from  London  in  the  process  of  peeling  and 


Infected  her  friend  before  the  nature  of  the  disease 
discovered.  Both  were  admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospitax. 

Enteric  fever.  3 cases,  all  occurring  amongst 
were  notified  and  treated  in  the  Isolation 

- all  recovered.  ^ ' , 

Erysipelas.  3 oases  notified  - all  recovered. 
Tuberculosis.  19  cases  of  pulmonary  disease  and 
of  other  forms  of  the  disease..  All  were  attended  S= 
by  Br . Cross ley,  Trowbridge,  the  County  Ox fleer. 
Opthalmla  Neonatorium.  1 case  which  recovered. 


s 0 Idlers 
Hospital 


6 oases 
advised 


\ 


** 


Of  fhe  more  i^-'p^rtent  work  carried  out  duriP,?  fbe 
year,  we  find  tPe  extension  of  tPe  water  mains  260  yards 
from  Landsend  to  Lowden  Avenue. 

The  Patterdown  Sewage  disposal  works,  Which  have 
recently  come  into  the  extended  area,  are  in  a more  or  less 
insanitary  condition.  Plans  are  being  prepared  by  the 
0 ouncil ' s Engineer , Mr.  Adams,  to  remodel  these  works  and 
put  them  into  an  efficient  condition.  A loan  will  be 
applied  for  at  a convenient  time. 

The  old  Borough  Sewage  disposal  works  are  in  their 
usual  good  order. 

Tbe  site  rf  the  wnts  and  Berks  Canal  situated  in 
the  Borough  has  been  purchased  by  the  Council. 

The  filters  at  the  Water  Works  have  been  properly 
enclosed  and  a high  level  Aerator  has  been  fixed. 

Inspections  were  made  by  me  in  company  with  Mr. 
Adams  of  most  parts  of  the  district.  The  Woodlands,  where 
m.ost  of  the  diphtheria  cases  came  from,  was  inspected  house 
to  house,  and  two  or  riore  inspections  were  made  in  cases 
where  it  was  found  to  benecessary.  All  houses  v/here 
Infectious  disease  ’was  present  have  been  disinfected  by  Mr. 
Adams.  My  attention  was  expecially  drawn  to  130  houses 

which  were  being  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act  - about  100  of  them  have  been  satisfactorily 
dealt  with.  In  other  respects  the  sanitary  condition 

of  the  town  is  well  maintained. 

ISOLAT ION  HOSPITAL . (Urban  ) . 

This  Hospital  is  worked  Jointly  by  the  Chippenham 
Urban  and  Pural  Authorities.  Its  use  in  controlling  the 
spreac  of  Infectious  disease  was  amply  shewn  this  year.  The 
polularity  of  the  hospital  may  be  guaged  by  the  use  made  of 
it.  150  patients  vxere  admitted  - 8 cases  of  Typhoid -no 
death;  73  cases  of  Diphtheria  - 2 deaths,  in  both  instances 
the  patients  were  received  in  a dying  condition;  69  oases  of 
Scarlatina  - no  death. 

When  the  epidemic  of  diphtheria  was  at  its  height 
fears  were  entertained  by  the  Management  that  the  hospital 
accommodation  would  not  be  sufficient.  However  fortune 
favoured  them  and  the  emergency  was  got  through,  the  only 
inconvenience  felt  being  the  insiiff iciency  of  the  sleeping 
accommodation  for  the  extra  nurses  who  were  engaged  to  assist 
in  the  nursing  of  the  patients. 

Of  the  above  cases,  78  cases  were  admitted  frcra 
the  Borough,  65  Diphtheria,  11  Scarlatina  , 2 Enteric  fever. 
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